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SCHLEIERMACHER'S THEOLOGY IN ENGLISH 

Professor Cross's condensed presentation of Schleiermacher's chief 
work, 1 The Christian Faith, is divided into four parts: a sketch of Schleier- 
macher's life; his relation to earlier Protestantism; a presentation of 
The Christian Faith, and an estimate of Schleiermacher's contribution 
to theological science. 

The story of his life, drawn for the most part from published cor- 
respondence, lays bare the characteristic feature of his doctrine — its 
basis in experience. Here is indicated the profound spiritual influence 
of the Moravian faith in a conscious communion with the living Chrisc 
which held him in his alternation of moods between the current ortho- 
doxy and rationalistic skepticism. More than any theologian of his 
time he succeeded in solving the problem of "union without compromise 
of free science and Christian piety." He cast off at length the tram- 
mels of Moravianism, yet still retained the fervor of its devotion to his 
personal Lord. He steeped himself in the Greek philosophers — he 
translated Plato's works — neo-Platonism, Origen, Augustine, Luther, 
and Calvin, and modern philosophers, Descartes, Spinoza, Locke, 
Lessing, Kant, Christian Wolff, and Herder. He was deeply affected 
by the influence of his sister, by close friendships with cultivated women 
and the leading literary men of the time, and by Romanticism. His 
Reden was published in 1799. He became professor and preacher at 
Halle in 1804. From 1806 he had a large share in the religious and 
patriotic awakening of the German people. In 1807, transferred to the 
newly founded university at Berlin, he became head of the theological 
faculty and pastor of the Dreteinigkeit church. The first edition of his 
Glaubenslehre was published in 1821-22. 

The tracing of Schleiermacher's relation to earlier Protestantism 
is particularly well done. It would be hard to find in forty-seven pages 
a more adequate presentation of the intellectual and religious forces 
which came to a head in Schleiermacher. Here is described, first, 
the compromise of established Protestantism between Catholicism and 
Christian radicalism; secondly, the intellectual revolt in England under 
Bacon and Locke, the Deists and David Hume, with the failure of the 
orthodox apologists; thirdly, rationalism on the continent derived from 
Spinoza, Leibnitz, Wolff, Lessing, and especially Kant, and, finally, 

1 The Theology of Schleiermacher. By George Cross, Ph.D., Professor of Christian 
Theology in the Newton Theological Institution. Chicago: The University of. 
Chicago Press, ion. ix+344 pages. $1.65. 
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the revival kindled by the Pietists, Moravians, and the Wesleys which 
brought back religion from dogma and organization and forms of wor- 
ship to the indefeasible right of individual emotional experience of the 
gospel. To all these influences Schleiermacher reacted, and thus he 
found his task: to exhibit the inner nature of the Christian religion, to 
relate it to other historical religions, to indicate the place and right of the 
religious consciousness, to restate the essential and permanent content 
of the Christian religion, to justify the correlation of doctrine and 
experience, and to furnish to aggressive Christianity an instrument 
suitable for its propagation. 

The central interest of the book naturally focuses on the presentation 
of The Christian Faith — a condensation and setting forth of the Glau- 
benslehre. For several reasons this is a most welcome offering. Schleier- 
macher is undoubtedly the most significant theologian since Luther and 
Calvin, and his influence is increasing with every decade. To the 
English student who does not read German, and even to one who is 
familiar with it, the complexity of Schleiermacher's discussions and the 
length of his sentences are difficulties from which one would be delivered. 
Moreover, the multitudinous references to Schleiermacher in almost 
every subject of present-day theological inquiry and especially Ritsch- 
lian thought, together with the import and fruitfulness of his sug- 
gestions, has kindled a deep interest in very many minds to find these 
for themselves in his system of doctrine and read them in their context 
and wider bearings, and also catch something of the impulse and sweep 
of his presentations. It was no ordinary task which Professor Cross 
set himself, to condense the 1,200 pages of the original work into 177 
pages, and at the same time to provide not a bare outline but the full 
scope and movement of Schleiermacher's thought. In this attempt he 
has been more than successful. He has given us a model of condensa- 
tion, of self-effacement, save so far as his profound sympathy with his 
author finds rich expression, of interpretative insight, of simple and 
lucid exposition, and he has preserved the proportion of emphasis. If 
we are not to have a translation of Schleiermacher's great work in 
English, this condensation together with Oman's translation of the 
Reden (Discourses on Religion to the Educated among Its Despisers) 
will go far to put us in possession of the secret of Schleiermacher's 
powerful impulse to Christian thinking in the past one hundred years. 
Yet this ought to stimulate still further the desire for a translation of 
the complete work, which no one is better qualified to undertake than is 
Professor Cross. The attention of the reader will especially be drawn 
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to the part which Christian experience plays in Christian doctrine and 
the exclusion of all material which does not spring out of that experi- 
ence, to the setting forth of the antithesis in the religious self-con- 
sciousness on the one hand, of sin and of grace, on the other, to the 
intense vitality of his doctrine of the person and work of Christ, to his 
doctrine of election, of the Holy Spirit, and of the divine Trinity. 
Reference to the German text is facilitated by paragraph references to 
corresponding sections of the original work, published in four volumes, 
Gotha, 1889. 

In his estimate of Schleiermacher's theological system Professor 
Cross suggests lines of criticism and the direction which constructive 
theology must take in answer to current needs. Here he shows Schleier- 
macher's influence in the philosophy of religion in the analysis and com- 
parison of the religious process, in apologetics in the contention that 
religion is an integral necessity of personality and that Christian faith 
is based on the person of Christ, in dogmatics as leading theology back 
to conscious relation to Jesus Christ wherein authority is not external 
but dynamic, the subjective is balanced by the community aspect of 
faith and all doctrinal formulation goes back to the inner life and is 
tested by its ministry there. The author subjects Schleiermacher's 
idea of religion, knowledge, and revelation as well as his conception of 
Christianity and Christ to a searching criticism and closes his presenta- 
tion with the following significant words: 

It remains the imperishable honor of Schleiermacher that he grasped the 
whole problem of theology in a new way and compelled theologians of all 
schools to follow him. He vindicated for the religious life the claim to utter 
supremacy in any theory of the relations of God, man, and the world. He 
has gradually forced modern theology to attempt the radical reconsideration 

of every traditional doctrine Moreover, his whole treatment of the 

problems of theology is so rich in suggestion that every theologian of the 
present day is his debtor and many of his most stimulating ideas are still 
awaiting development. 

Two additional features of the book deserve notice. Works of ref- 
erence are added for those who may wish independently to pursue the 
study of Schleiermacher and his place in Protestant theology, and a full 
and valuable index is provided. 

The date of Schleiermacher's birth is 1768 and not, as given on p. 3, 

1763- 

Clarence Augustine Beckwith 
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